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— KEYNOTE

®
The Center for Entrepreneurship is pleased to present the Spring 2025-

2026 newsletter, which highlights the Center’s significant activities and
initiatives designed to empower students, support innovative ideas, and
cultivate an entrepreneurial culture on campus. This term included
impactful workshops and programs that enhanced entrepreneurial skills,
supported startup growth, and fostered an entrepreneurial mindset.
Looking ahead, we aim to expand our support and further enhance the
entrepreneurial environment at Dhofar University and within the

surrounding community of Dhofar University's newsletter.
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Mrs. Shahrazad Al Marhoon
Director of the Center for Entrepreneurship
and the Scientific Incubator
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Participations

"Manarah" Represents Dhofar University at Injaz
Oman Student Companies Exhibition 2025

The student company "Manarah", representing
the Center for Entrepreneurship at Dhofar
University, proudly participated in the Injaz
Oman Student Companies Exhibition 2025, held
at the Oman Convention and Exhibition Centre
in Muscat from March 13 to 15.

"Manarah" is an innovative artificial intelligence
platform founded by six engineering students
from different disciplines, aimed at supporting
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in
Oman. The platform provides services such as
business idea feasibility evaluation and
regulatory compliance assurance, using trusted
data sources and advanced analytics.

Remarkably, Manarah was the only student
company selected to participate in the exhibition
out of seven candidates, showcasing its
excellence and creativity in entrepreneurship.
The company's participation was made possible
through the strong support of the Center for
Entrepreneurship and the College of Engineering
at Dhofar University.

Have a busine

The exhibition served as a unique platform for
visitors to discover the services and products
developed by studentled companies from
various educational institutions.




Participations

Participation of the Entrepreneurship Group in the
Cultural Week activities

The Entrepreneurship Group of the Entrepreneurship Center participated actively in the
Cultural Week, held at the Conference Hall at Dhofar University from April 29 to May
1, 2025. The group presented a variety of interactive activities and competitions
aimed at infroducing the role of the group and the center in supporting students and
developing their entrepreneurial skills, while also enriching visitors' experiences with
knowledge and entertainment. The activities and competitions were designed to
combine education and fun, including intellectual competitions and creative challenges
that engaged the audience and encouraged innovative thinking. Through various
presentations, the group also showcased the projects and activities implemented by the
center, providing visitors with a deeper understanding of the role of the
Entrepreneurship Center in enhancing the business environment and supporting
students with entrepreneurial ideas. The Entrepreneurship Group's participation was
well-received by attendees, with many expressing their admiration for the content
presented and commending the efforts made to create an interactive environment that

combines knowledge and fun.




Build Your Project workshop

The "Build Your Project" workshop inspires young people to transform ideas into
successful projects. Under the theme "From Idea to Brand," the Entrepreneurship Center
at Dhofar University, in collaboration with the Career Services and Alumni Outreach
Center, organized a workshop titled "Build Your Project" on April 10, 2025. The
workshop was presented by entrepreneur Amer Mohammed Al Shanfari. The
workshop was part of a series of events aimed at empowering Omani youth to enter
the business world with strategic steps.

Targeting university students, graduates, and
startup owners, the workshop addressed several
key topics, most notably how to transform an
idea into a project and build a brand, including
the foundations of visual identity design (logo,
colors, message), digital and traditional
marketing  strategies, and  planning  the
entrepreneurial journey with a focus on avoiding
common  pitfalls.  The  workshop ~ was
characterized by fruitful interaction from the
attendees, who took the opportunity to ask
questions and discuss entrepreneurial challenges.
It concluded with an open session during which
Professor Amer Al Shanfari provided an
opportunity to ask questions and discuss the most
prominent challenges facing youth in their startup
projects.
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From Idea to Publication Workshop

From "ldea to Publishing" is an interactive, practical workshop that aims to
enable participants to transform their ideas and produce professional digital
content, starting with idea generation and ending with publishing on social

media platforms.

This workshop involves learning the basics of idea generation, designing posts
using Canva, professionally shooting Reels, and effectively managing social
media accounts. The workshop targets beginners, entrepreneurs, and anyone

who wants to improve their digital presence on social media.




A Sip of Colors workshop

"A Sip of Colors" is a hands-on art workshop that aims to develop participants'
creativity and train them in the art of mug painting in a fun and interactive way.
In this workshop, students discover their artistic side by transforming ordinary
mugs into pieces of art that carry their own personal touch. The workshop allows
participants to express their artistic creativity through color and design. No prior
drawing experience is required and includes all tools with direct guidance from

the workshop presenter.
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Initiatives

Oman Health College students in Salalah visit the
Entrepreneurship Center at Dhofar University

As part of enhancing academic cooperation and exchange of expertise between
educational institutions, the Entrepreneurship Center at Dhofar University hosted a
delegation of 46 students from the Oman College of Health Sciences in Salalah on
April 20, 2025, accompanied by Dr. Ali Habis. The visit aimed to learn about the
university's innovation ecosystem and entrepreneurial initiatives. The visit began with a
tour of the Entrepreneurship Center's facilities, where the delegation learned about the
programs and services the center provides to support students and emerging
entrepreneurs.

This was followed by a meeting with His
Excellency the Assistant Dean, Dr. Abdullah
Al-Ghazali, who emphasized the importance
of fostering and developing the spirit of
entrepreneurship among students. The visit
also included a tour of the scientific incubator,
where the delegation viewed a range of
innovative student projects and participants.
The visit concluded with a dialogue session
moderated by Ms. Shahrazad Al-Marhoon,
Director of the Entrepreneurship Center, with
the participation of a number of university
student entrepreneurs. The session discussed
their practical experiences, the challenges
they faced, and the opportunities available in
the field of entrepreneurship, adding a
practical and interactive dimension to the
visit.  Through these initiatives, Dhofar
University affirms its continued commitment to
supporting a  stimulating  entrepreneurial
environment for students, contributing to the
development of a generation capable of
effectively contributing to the economic and
social development of the Sultanate of Oman.
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Initiatives

"Qeema" Competition
Promoting Innovation in Local Industries in

Dhofar Governorate

The Entrepreneurship Center hosted the second edition of the " Qeema "

competition, sponsored by the Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Youth. The
competition aims to encourage youth in Dhofar Governorate to innovate in
developing local industries. The competition seeks to enhance the
competitiveness of industrial products through innovative solutions that contribute
to improving the efficiency and quality of local industries and supporting the
local economy through sustainable and advanced industrial projects. Through
this initiative, the center seeks to foster a spirit of innovation and

entrepreneurship among students.
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Initiatives

Entrepreneurship Center meets with the visiting
team from the National Employment Program

The purpose of the meeting with the visiting team from the National Employment Program is
to enhance communication and cooperation between the host entity and the program, discuss
ways to support and empower job seekers, present existing initiatives and projects, and
exchange experiences and ideas that contribute to developing employment opportunities and
achieving national employment goals.

The Center for Entrepreneurship hosted the Clubs
Competition for Cultural Creativity

The Entrepreneurship Center at Dhofar University hosted
the firststage qualifiers for the projects participating in
the Cultural Creativity Clubs Competition at the Salalah
Club level in its tenth edition, under the Innovation and
Entrepreneurship track. The competition aims to
motivate young Omani minds and encourage them to
develop innovative solutions to social and economic
challenges, while promoting a culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship through a set of themes aligned with
the priorities of Oman Vision 2040 and global trends,
which are:

- Renewable energy and sustainability

. Technology and artificial intelligence

. Health and quality of life

- Education and e-learning

« Smart agriculture and food security

Competition Obijectives: To promote a culture of
scientific research and innovation; to support and
empower young innovators and creators; to achieve
excellence in the field of entrepreneurship; and to strive
for the growth and sustainability of startups in the
market to contribute to building a knowledge-based
economy.
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Initiatives

The Entrepreneurship Center held a meeting with
a delegation from the Small and Medium
Enterprises Development Authority

As part of enhancing cooperation between institutions concerned with
entrepreneurship, a meeting was held between the Entrepreneurship Center and
a delegation from the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Authority. The
meeting aimed to exchange expertise, explore avenues of cooperation and
common interests between the two parties, and review the initiatives and
programs implemented by the Authority to support entrepreneurs, particularly in
the areas of incubation, financing, and training. The meeting also discussed
ways to strengthen the partnership between the two parties to provide a

supportive and encouraging environment for small and medium enterprises.
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Entrepreneurship

Center

Closing Ceremony

The purpose of the Center's closing ceremony is to document the
achievements made during the program and activity period, honor the
participants and contributors to the success of the event, and foster a sense
of belonging and cooperation among the Center's members and
beneficiaries. The ceremony also aims to showcase the impact of the
activities on the target group and highlight the Center's role in serving the
university community, contributing to the continuity of its programs and

expanding its impact.
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